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shipped; many struck their hands on their swords, affirming, with
oaths, u that they Wv^uld never part -with their abbey lands while
they could wield weapons." Mary restored the Surrey hospital
and everything possible in the power of the crown.

Mary knew ttiat cardinal Pole was on his way to England, with
authority from pope Julias to reconcile the country to Rome,
confirming fLe^e worshippers of their own interest in possession
of their spoils. The queen bestowed on cardinal Pule every mark
of honour on his umval in England. He came by water from
Graveaen<l; and nznig the lar^e silver cross, emblem of his
legatine authority, in the prow of his state-barge, its progress
was surveyed with mixed emotions by the citizens, who liued the
banks of the Thames as he was rowed to Whitehall. Parliament
renewed that terrible act for burning heretics, which had, in the
days of Henrys IT. and Y. caused such frightful executions of the
Lollards. All ought not to be included in the detestation deserved
by these legislat< >rs. A noble band of thirty or forty members,
appealing against this wicked act of parliament, forsook their
seats. The minority was composed of Catholics as well as Protest-
tants; among them, the great legalist Serjeant Plowden, who
refused, for conscience sake, in the next reign to be lord chancellor.
The queen now surrendered her dignity as head of the church.

The church lands, with which Henry Till, had bribed his aris-
tocracy, titled and untitled, into co-operation with his enormities,
both personal and political, had induced national depravity. The
leaders of the Marian persecution, as it is called, were the lord
chancellor Gardiner, and Bonner bishop of London; both were of
the apostate class of persecutors. Por the sake of worldly ad-
vantage, either for ambition or power, Gardiner and Bonner
had, for twenty years, promoted the burning or quartering of
the advocates of papal supremacy: they now turned with the
tide, and burnt the opposers of papal supremacy. Moreover, the
persecution appears to have been greatly aggravated by the
caprice, or the private vengeance, of these prelates. Cardinal
Pole, all allow, was opposed to cruel fcy, but he found himself a
foreigner in the land of his birth, with his health broken, and no
one of his side but the queen. Her health gave way under the
agitation of these events. She was carried from Westminster
hall fainting, but her illness was considered hopeful, giving
expectation of offspring.

The proto-martyrs of the Protestant church of England were
men of blameless lives and consistent conduct; theiy leader was
prebend Rogers, of St. Paul's, who was burnt at Smithfield,
, 1555. The same week were burnt, Saunders, rector
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